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MAIN STREET OF KUROW IN 1937 

 WAITAKI VALLEY COMMUNITY CAR 

As the end of the year is filling up quickly, 
Please make sure you let us know ASAP of any 

appointments you’re needing to attend in 
December 

PHONE 

4360 950 
Mon-Fri 



 

 

TO BOOK A COMMUNITY CAR: Phone 027 282 0615 or 4360 950 
 
KUROW RUGBY CLUB AGM: 
December 6th, 8pm @ Kurow Rugby Club Rooms. 
 
WAITAKI VALLEY COMMUNITY SOCIETY AGM: 
Will be held on November 30th, 2022 at 7pm in the Back Bar of the Kurow 
Hotel. Enquiries to wvcsociety@gmail.com or 4360 950 
 
KUROW MARKET DAY: 
Is now being held by the Memorial Hall on Gordon Street. For any queries 
please email kurowfestival@gmail.com 
 
WAITAKI VALLEY CALENDAR: 
The 2023 Waitaki Valley Calendar is now available for purchase at the 
Kurow Info Centre and Feliz. These are sold as a fundraiser for the Kurow 
Museum and are $20 each including an A4 envelope. 
 
CLEANER REQUIRED: 
The Kurow Museum is looking for a cleaner for approximately 2 hours a 
month. If you are interested please phone Gaynor 021 362 181 or  
John 021 355 172 
 
HAKATARAMEA CEMETRY TRUST: 
We the Hakataramea Cemetery Trust Committee are applying for 
Community Funds from Meridian. This is to carry out some maintenance 
and preservation work reinstating headstones, repairing and replacing 
damaged plots and engraving on headstones. 
 
We want to do this to preserve the history of people who have lived and 
worked in the Hakataramea Valley and to continue making the Cemetery a 
pleasant well cared for place for families to visit. 
 
Our work on the Committee is voluntary and we want to establish a yearly 
plan that is functionable and achievable for current and following members 
to continue providing timely and exemplary service caring for our families 
resting place. 
 
Please feel free to contact either Myself Kieran Pavletich (Chair)  
027 4360 797 or Sue Ross (Secretary) 021 0699 608 with any 
suggestions, questions or comments. 
 
 

03 434 0080 
10 Coquet Street, Oamaru 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More than just a Gift Shop 
 

Gifts for everyone 
NZ Post 

Afterpay/Laybuy 
& much more! 

 
Monday - Friday  9am-5pm 

   Saturday & Sunday    10am-3pm 
www.feliz.co.nz 

 
18 Bledisloe Street, Kurow  
(opposite the Four Square) 

03 4360 575 



Elaine Simpson Grant wrote the following account around 2016. It has been edited 
in length for inclusion in the next two issues of The Bugle. (Part 2) 
 
 
During the war, there was rationing; coupons were issued to all families; petrol; sugar; butter and 
clothing. And those things could only be bought with these coupons. Most of my clothes Gran made, 
with many of them made out of mum's old cast-offs. Petrol was a bother, but folk did not go far  
anyway. Most able-bodied men were called up if they were 36 and under. Older men than that had to 
volunteer. I learnt to sew on Gran's old treadle machine while my grandparents were still on the farm. 
When I was in Form 1, we had sewing and cookery classes. I remember making a skirt and drafting 
the pattern. 
 
My grandparents left the farm the year before the high wool prices came. They came out with very 
little. At first, they stayed with us. They bought a hut and slept in that beside our house. Later they 
rented a tiny cottage in Kurow township underneath the hill. When I started work, they shifted to  
another place on the main street and bought a small place in Bledisloe Street. It had power but was 
very basic and still had a coal range.  
Having no brothers or sisters, I had to amuse myself. No other kids lived close by. Above us lived Mr 
and Mrs Cochrane, elderly folk. A bit further between them and the farm lived an old bachelor, a  
recluse called Mark Cochrane. Sometimes we would take him some scones or pikelets. I remember 
once we took paper cakes. The next time we saw him, he said, "those were pretty good but were a bit 
tough on the outside." He had eaten the paper as well 
 
Down beside the hospital lived a family called Campbell. Dougal worked on the roads and drove a 
grader. Phyllis thought herself a real lady (but she was nice). They had a son several years older than 
me. He had a beaut sledge and gave me his old one. I was over the moon and started on the low run 
but soon graduated to the top slope. Lots of grazed knees, but it was great fun. His mum shot herself 
one day but did not make an excellent job. She lived. 
After the R.S.A. came up and helped connect our house to the town water supply, Gran Ashton (née 
Simpson, she was married twice) gave mum the money to connect power to the house. Only the 
lights and plugs, but it was great to boil a jug and make toast without having to use the range. We  
also had an electric radio; no frig (sic), and great to do embroidery and read without having to peer. 
 
 

As I got older, I got 30 rabbit traps. And set these round the paddock. I would go around them at 
night, re-set and did a round in the morning. (I was only 5 min away from the school.) I would get 
them and hang them on the fence for the rabbit truck to collect. In those days, hares were best at 5 
shillings a pair. While granddad lived with us, he would sometimes give me a hand. I also went 
shooting, but you had to skin and stretch onto wires and dry. That was because they had holes in the 
pelt. Bought myself an overcoat with my first rabbit money.  
 I always made tree huts, dug new vegetables, and fought the rabbits. In autumn, Grandad and I 
would go up the paddock and burn off the gorse and matagouri so the grass would come away better 
in spring. We loved that fire lighting. Perhaps we were arsonists at heart. The creek I loved - made 
dams to deepen the holes so I could swim. But water usually dried up after Christmas. Bird nesting. 
Also, in season picking wild fruit. 
 
I got my only bike (second-hand) when I was in form 1. We learnt cooking and had to go a mile to 
the classroom down in the township. Boys did woodwork there, too. Having a bike was great as I 
could go and see other girls at the weekend. Before, I had to walk over the hills to see a second 
cousin in the next gully and up the Awakino road.  
I did learn to play the piano as I was growing up and even played extras at dances. Just the slow 
tunes; I never really got on top of the quickstep. I preferred to sing but did not get the chance to learn. 
I did sing at a couple of concerts and once sang on the radio in Dunedin. Also, remember doing two 
songs at the end of the war concert. Sang "Coming in on a wing  



and a prayer" and "I threw a kiss in the ocean". Often sang with the dance band at local hops. When 
mum played on a Sat, I would often go to the movies (usually with Lorraine) and then go round to the 
hall and wait for mum. Dances usually finished no later than 1am. Grandad was usually doorman 
whenever they had a function.  
We played a lot of cards. Grandad loved crib, and he was hard to beat. Most people played euchre. We 
had a jar of pennies and would go to Cochrane's and play poker on a Friday night. 
Bill Cochrane was a cook during the war, and his wife Mavis was a great baker.  
 
I went to Sunday school and bible class - mostly under protest but more for social outings than  
completely ruined my shoes (fun, though.) Worst thing I ever did as a child. On Friday nights, we  
always went to Kurow in the car. Mum would pick up Gran and Grandad, and we would go down the 
street. Grandad would sit on a windowsill with other old guys and chat. I was always full of beans 
(showing off, I guess) jumping around – gave him a push, and he went through the big glass plate 
window of Robertson's storeroom. Didn't hurt himself, luckily. Don't know who paid to have it fixed. 
Guess it was insured. 
   
Sylvia lived in the family home until 1954, when she sold and moved to the township. (This was after 
we got married.)  She bought a small house next to my grandparents in Bledisloe St. Stan built a  
sunporch and did a kitchen, porch, and toilet. Did up the bathroom also. This was the first time she 
had an electric range and a frig (sic). Also washing machine. She had trouble with depression and had 
to have treatment several times. Gran Ashton (dad's mother) shouted her a holiday trip to Australia to 
stay with Jack's younger sister, Rene. 
 
Mary died first. I was married by then. Reggie was in his 88th year when he passed away in his sleep 
in 1960. 
 

kurowarchives@gmail.com 

mailto:kurowarchives@gmail.com


 

NEXT ISSUE: 14th December 2022 
COPY IN: 12pm 9/11/2022 

email: kurowbugle@gmail.com phone: 03 4360 950 
or post it to:   Kurow Museum & Info Centre, 57 Bledisloe St, PO Box 56, Kurow.  

ONE SMART COFFEE 
Available for events and gatherings 

 

Phone Linda on 027 27 69857 

                                                       
 
 
 
 

Dry Wood Still Available 
 

Green wood specials now on  
Willow and Old Man Pine 

 
      PH 027 3388 513   A/H 03 4264 963  

 



ANTIQUE BUYER PAYING UP TO THE FOLLOWING PRICES 
For Joiners Tools 

$2500 No. 1 Plane, $1000 Work Bench. 
Rulers, Levels, Bevels, Squares, Plumb Bobs, 

Draw Knives, Trammels, Scribes, Tack Hammers, 
Vices, Anvils, Leather Tools, Chisels, Oil Stones, 

Screw Boxes, Oil Cans, Bottles, Tins. 
$2000 Tin or Enamel Signs, $500 Old Cart Wheels, Carts,  

Bench Garden Seats. 
$500 Wooden Skis & Poles, Ice Axe, Clamp-ons for Boots, 

Steam Engine Models, Tin/Cast Metal Toys, 
Old Air Rifles, Pistols, 

$100 Cream/Milk Cans. 
Cast Iron Kettles, Pots, Thermettes, 

$200 Copper Measuring Jugs, Pots, Ladles. 
Wooden Boat Rudder & Oars, 

$500 Clinker Dinghy. 
Early Fly Fishing Rods, Reels, Landing Net, Creel,  

Fishing Advertising Signs. 
$200 Old Wooden Cotton Reels, Miniature Sewing Machines. 

Pay Cash on Inspection for Anything  
Old & Interesting 

 
Phone Murray 021 441 400 



WANTING TO BUY 
Do you have any concrete circular stones lying around your property. 

I need about 2 dozen to finish off my landscaping edge. 
If you have and want to get them off your property  
please contact me to discuss a fair price for them. 

Measurements are 30cm (12”) length by 15cm (6”) Width. 
 

Contact me on 021 266 4849 
Thank you 

Annual General Auction/Clearing Sale 
 
Whalan Lodge Annual General Auction is to be held Saturday February 25th at the Kurow 
Racecourse, commencing at 10am. 
 
This is a General Auction to raise funds for the major redevelopment of the communities 
Aged Care Facility in Kurow – Whalan Lodge. 
 
No auction item too big or too small, items able to be sold either as a donation to the Lodge 
or on behalf of the seller. 
 
Please consider what you may wish to put in the auction and contact one of the auction 
team if you wish to discuss this further. 
 
Further details will be advertised nearer to the time. 
Contact Details: 
 
Pete Mcllraith - 0272 803 133 

Barney McCone – 4360 737 
 
Allan Cleave - 4360 469 
 
Jim Meehan – 0276 889 537 
 
Simon Taylor – 0275 413 070 
 
Michael Smith 0274 360 188 







A Massive Thank You! 
 

With the season opening of the Kurow Community Pool we wish to thank the following 
sponsors for their support in making the pool upgrade a reality. 

 
Meridian Energy 

Waitaki Valley School - Friends of the School 
Trust Aoraki 

Community Trust - Mid and South Canterbury 
Waitaki District Council 

 
Our pool looks GREAT with a new coat of paint, new pool filters, new handrails and a new 

pump all ready to host a summer of swimmers! 
 





  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Batteries • Alternators • Starter Motors • Computer Diagnostics • Air Conditioning 

 
Automotive Electrical on Tractors, Trucks, Boats, Cars and Caravans 

 

www.waitakiautoelectrics.co.nz • 027 4633 822 ● 13 Grey Street, Kurow 
 

 
COLIN DAVIDSON 

 
AUTO ELECTRICIAN 

Bledisloe Art Gallery 
 

Bledisloe Art Gallery opens for the summer on Saturday 10th December 
 

Showcasing local talent in art, photography, ceramics, woodwork, clothing  
and much more 

 
If you would like to be part of this, please email:  

bledisloeartgallery@gmail.com or phone/text: 022 028 2701 

           CHOCOLATE WHEEL AVAILABLE 
 
 

Bring back the old fun way of fundraising. 
 

We are offering this free of charge for any club or 
group wanting to operate it at the  

Kurow Market Day 2023. 
 

Don’t hesitate too long or it will be gone. 
 

 
Contact Kurow Festival Committee on 

    kurowfestival@gmail.com or 
021 266 4849 to get more details. 







Cash Buyers looking for property near Kurow prefer Villa style with land but 
will look at anything even a renovation. Budget up to $800,000 

 
Phone Kitty Culp: 027 346 0846 







Omarama: Thursday 8.30am to 12.30pm 

.Clinics open all day close from 1–2pm for lunch 

Friday 8.30am to 1pm 

$42.00 

      Counselling &
                                        



 

RIVER CAFÉ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Delicious Burgers 
Fish n Chips 

Robert Harris Coffee 
Home Baking 

Ice creams/Drinks 
Friendly Service 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Phone orders welcome! 
03 4360 820 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Are You Our New 
School Cleaner? 

 

16 hours per week 
term time -  
plus holiday  

cleaning hours. 
 

Job share considered. 
 

To begin either on the 5th December  
or the 31 January 2023 

 
Please contact Waitaki  

Valley School for an  
application pack,  

or email  
principal@waitakivalley.school.nz 

 
03 4360 660 or call Jane for a chat  

027 294 2433 

mailto:principal@waitakivalley.school.nz


 

 

 
“Craftsmen in Glass” 

Up the Valley once a week—We won’t be beaten on quality or price 

“Experts for replacement double glazing with over 45 years experience, 
10 years unconditional guarantee on labour and materials” 

CALL TODAY—Free Quote 

 Phone  or                027 434 1010 
waitakiglass@gmail.com  DeGeest Yard, 3 Main North Road, Oamaru 

Waitaki 

Glass and Glazing 

03 434 1440 

PUNA KERR SHEARING 
 

For all your shearing 
crutching and tailing requirements 

Phone Puna and Justine on 

03 4360 988 or 027 408 7482 

LOOKING AFTER THE LOCALS 

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT GROUP 
 
 
 

The Waitaki Mental Health Support group meet twice a month in Kurow and 
seven times a month in Oamaru. 

We meet to give and receive Peer Support in the face of or surviving mental 
distress. 

 

 Phone or Text 027 282 0615 for more details. 



General Farm Worker / Machinery Operator 
 
Station Peak Dairy Ltd. 

 
We are seeking an experienced farm worker to assist with the day-to-day operations 
of our dairy farm and run off located ten minutes from Kurow. 
 
The successful applicant is required to have the following; 

 
  ● Current drivers license. 
  ● Experience in driving tractors &amp; diggers. 
  ● Engineering and Welding skills advantageous. 
  ● Initiative &amp; ability to work on your own. 
  ● Positive attitude and reliability. 
  ● Good communicator and team player. 
 
Position would include; 
General tractor work including but not limited to; 
   
  ● Mowing Silage 
  ● Cultivation 
  ● Drilling 
  ● Spraying 
  ● Fertiliser Application 
  ● General Farm duties 
 
Full time position. No accommodation available. 
 
Please phone Mike with expressions of interest on 027 4101 088 or email your CV to 
michael.olivia@windowslive.com 

 
The Waitaki Valley 2023 Calendar  

 Available now from Kurow Museum & Information Centre or Feliz 
 

$20 each (A4 envelope included) 
Postage within New Zealand $4.30 



 
 
 
 

Servicing all your electrical needs - big or small,  
we've got it covered.  

We are now a service agent for a variety of  
household and commercial whiteware appliances.  

 
Phone: 022 1893 250 Email: rob@a2oelectrical.com  

TWIN FISH 
 

Love your bungalow 
Love your farmhouse 

Love your villa 
Love your modern build 

 

Owen King, Joiner 
SH83 Otekaieke, Waitaki Valley 

 

022 243 6470                                officetwinfish@icloud.com 



Carpet Cleaner Hire 
Now in Kurow 

 
 
 
 

$45.00 for 4 hours 
$55.00 for 8 hours 

$75.00 for 24 hours 
$20 for 1L of carpet shampoo 

 

 
All hires have a $20.00 bond 

 

For any enquiries phone 
Justine or Puna 

03 4360 988 or 027 408 7482 



 
 
 
 
 

   We now have a urea mixing plant on site 
   Liquid Urea is available 



 

DIG IT MACHINE HIRE 
0800 716 052 

Excavator Dry Hire 
 

 

We have several sizes of excavator available up to 14 ton 
Transporter and truck hire also available 

Call for rates and availability 

Registered Electrician 
 

- For all things electrical  - Prompt service 
- Large or small    - Reasonable rates 
- Domestic and commercial - Free quotes 
 

Try the friendly team at ELECTRO SPEC 2007 LTD 
 

Phone Mark 027 264 0404 



SOUTHERN LAND  

CKL 

03 443 5577 
      

Email vergne@southernland.co.nz 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For al l  land related matters  
 

 

Subdivisions * Boundary Relocations * GPS Surveys                               

Farm/  Property Mapping * Contouring *  Vineyard Set out                                  

*  Land Development Engineering * Resource Consents  

Vergne Wilson 

RPSurv, B.Surv, NZCE (Civil) 

Registered Professional Surveyor 

Weekly in Kurow and surrounding districts.             
Please phone to discuss your project  

Otago Rural Support Trust 
When circumstances beyond your control lead to a rural business crisis — be 
it financial, climatic or personal — the Otago Rural Support Trust is ready to 
assist. Services are free and confidential. 

Phone 0800 787 254 

  

QUALITY WORK  

GUARANTEED 

FOR ALL YOUR EARTHMOVING NEEDS 

MACHINES AND 

COMPACTORS FOR HIRE 

CALL GARY ON:  0274 373 668  

OR (03) 4360 778 

WEB:  www.garyhawkins.co.nz 

http://www.garyhawkins.co.nz



